which is 89.92% of the entire area of the country. The share of agricultural land is 4 269 000 ha, arable land 3 062 000 ha, PGL 970 000 ha, and forest land 2 644 000 ha (Figure 1 ).
According to the published results of the census of people, houses and flats from 2000, the total of 230 409 citizens of the republic indicated "active farmer", and "forestry and fishery employee" as their profession. It means that for every 100 ha of agricultural land, forestland and ponds, there are 3.26 workers. Unfortunately, there is little mutual linkage of these professions, so it is hard to take advantage of free seasonal capacities.
We must focus much bigger efforts on the use of agricultural land and the maintenance and protection of the countryside. The best way to take care of this land is its regular use by farmers. As opposite to the period before 1990, our joining of Europe and new 1934 až 1938 1949 1955 1960 1965 1970 1975 1980 1985 1990 1995 2000 2003 tis. requirements of the Common Agricultural Policy of the European Union are setting different parameters for agricultural production and activities then are those our agriculture is mostly oriented at. The lasting problems are the high share of arable land (nearly 72%), the obsolete distribution of agricultural production on the territory of the state and the inadequate production conditions and final economic parameters that is detrimental to competitiveness.
The contemporary trends in agricultural production points to direction of strengthening non-food use of the production and rising of share of permanent grasslands, especially in the less favourable areas. The natural users of green mass of meadows and pastures are herbivorous animals, especially cattle. After 1990, the number of cattle started to go sharply down all the way to one half of the pre-1990 state. According to the Agrocensus 2000, the cattle numbers 1 565 418 heads, which is 1 273 568 Livestock Unit (LU). It is 97.3% of the number of statistically monitored productive livestock using green mass as their fodder. In comparison with the neighbouring countries, there is a very low density of cattle in our country -just 29 LU/100 ha of agricultural land. There is very low headcount of cattle in the areas with high share of permanent grasslands. It concerns the border districts of northern Bohemia, especially Teplice, Most, Chomutov, Sokolov, Louny, Česká Lípa and others.
The computation of the relation between degree of arability and the density of LU of cattle did not prove any statistically significant correlation. It means that the relation between cattle and permanent grasslands is not decisive any more and that intensive cattle rising take place in rather more favourable production conditions. It also means that intensive animal husbandry is significantly lowering the possibility of livestock grazing the countryside and does not contribute to its maintenance. This reality is markedly highlighted by high degree of stabling, which works against its dispersion throughout countryside (Figure 2 ).
COUNTRYSIDE AND RURAL POPULATION
There have been many attempts to delimitate countryside. Each author was highlighting different criteria according to its goal.
From this point of view, the simple but apt methodology of the OECD and the Eurostat distinguishes 3 types of regions in the dimension NUTS III: 1. Predominantly rural regions. More then 50% of residents of the region live in rural settlements 2. Significantly rural regions. 15-50% of the residents live in rural settlements 3. Predominantly urban regions. In these regions, there are less than 15% of rural residents According to Perlín (2003) , no region in the Czech Republic can be evaluated as a predominantly rural region and all regions with exception of Moravskoslezský (and Prague) belongs to significantly rural regions category.
According to the OECD methodology, only Moravskoslezský region can be considered predominantly urban region (Table 1) .
When using density of the population per km 2 as an indicator, its value according to Perlín (2003) for the Czech Republic is 131.1 person/km 2 . In comparison, the density of population living in rural municipalities (defined by the MMR as settlements with more then 2 000 people) is according to data from the same source 38.7 persons/km 2 . In comparative analysis Perlín (2003) proves that on the basis of effectuated analyses it can be recommended to evaluate rural space of the CR on the basis of the indicator of number of residents in municipalities and consider rural communities as those with less then 2 000 residents. Rural area is then the The more then ¼ population of the Czech Republic lives in rural areas (if we consider the criterion of communities with less then 2,000 people). It comprises nearly ¾ of the state territory.
Total nine out of 10 communities and more then 75% of seats into rural area defined by this criterion (Table 2) . Table 3 gives data on density of population by regions.
Maintenance of the countryside depends on the density of the population, which provides workforce for this area. This workforce requires specific qualification, which in this case is the relationship to nature and countryside.
Long-term trends point to the direction of gradual emptying (depopulation) of the rural areas and overall worsening of age index (age index = people ≥ 64 years*)/(people ≤ 14 years). According to statistics, it Note: The number of workers of agro-complex comes from census of people, buildings and apartments (SLDB ČSÚ, 2000) and includes workers in agriculture, forestry and fisheries Source: Perlín (2003) corresponding administrative area of these communities. The Ministry uses this criterion for the Regional Development for their objectives.
is a phenomenon influencing the whole country. From the point of view of countryside and its maintenance, this situation is very complex (Figure 3 and 4) .
CONCLUSION
Maintenance of the countryside cannot be secured without the quality workforce and this are hard to keep in place without quality living conditions (housing, general living standard). The creation of the conditions for stabilisation of the rural area population as the source of labour for the maintenance of countryside is a task for local government, regional authorities and relevant ministries. Without functional infrastructure and creation of job, it will be hard to keep such people in place.
For the preservation of cultural landscape for the future generation and its use as a source of work, the maintenance of countryside is narrowed only to the agro-complex workforce. It is necessary to create systematically conditions for keeping people in the rural areas and for their sustainable development.
The basic requirements for sustainable development of rural areas: -Stronger identity of rural areas -Development of local partnership and cooperation so typical for the village life in the past -Renaissance of the pride of rural cultural heritage, ethnographic peculiarities and traditions, putting new life into group activities -Securing basic civic facilities and accessible services for rural settlements, such as schools, healthcare, social services, cultural and civic activities etc.
-Increasing competitiveness and stability of the rural areas, agriculture, and small and middle-size businesses. Renewal of local and traditional crafts and artisan production -Systematic care of countryside, environment and biodiversity -Complex land consolidation including ecological and water protective measures. Systemic attitude towards rural problems will lead to strengthening of the local identity and economical social and cultural development. Synergy of all components of rural life will positively influence the dynamism of entrepreneurial activities. It will also lead to diversification of activities and create more jobs for rural population that will in turn lead to overall stabilisation of village life.
